
1

2012 -2014 
Annual Report

Forest Preserve
Foundation



2



Dear Friend,

We are pleased to present the Forest Preserve Foundation’s first annual report, which reflects 
our first two years of grant making, from 2012 through 2014.  In this short time, we have 
experienced a sharp increase in grant-making, organizational capacity and donor base, 
demonstrating that the Foundation’s vision resonates with a wide variety of Cook County 
residents. 

Because of an increase in donor support, our grant making capacity has increased from $3,500 
to over $160,000 in 2014.  This year’s grant making represents a 100% increase from last year 
in support nature education and access programs in the Forest Preserves of Cook County. 
Grants supported programs like Citizen Scientists in Action!, which continues to expand its 
reach through partnerships with community organizations and schools that share common 
goals.  Nature Express and the Camp Gear Library programs break down barriers for families 
to experience the outdoors together by providing them with the transportation, gear and know-
how they need.  These programs are at the heart of the Foundation’s mission and exemplify the 
types of partnerships and activities we support.

Childhood memories of fishing with a grandparent, of building makeshift forts with a friend, 
or of seeing wildlife for the first time inspire many of our donors to support the Foundation’s 
signature programs. They know, from personal experience, that childhood experiences in nature 
achieve so much: they nurture mental and physical health, create connections that foster a 
lifetime of environmental stewardship, and deepen understanding of scientific concepts learned 
in school.

The swell of support for these programs was exhibited at our special events.  The Third Annual 
Conservation Cup raised nearly $160,000, exceeding fundraising goals and strengthening 
partnerships with individual and corporate sponsors. The event brought together a wonderful 
diversity of constituents who enjoyed a great day on the course while further supporting the 
Foundation’s mission with silent auction bids and ‘cheat for charity’ packages. 

One of our most exciting achievements this year was the establishment of a Young Professionals 
Association. This committee hit the ground running by expanding its core membership base, 
establishing an organizational structure and leading two major events. The summer and fall 
social events introduced over 150 people to the Foundation’s work and raised over $7,500.  
The Young Professionals Association is dedicated to raising awareness about the benefits and 
opportunities offered by the Forest Preserves of Cook County, supporting the Foundation with 
its own grant-making fund. 

The Foundation has grown its Board of Directors and staff, enhancing our ability to build 
strategic relationships. Our leadership has been strengthened with the addition of four new 
members on our Board of Directors. The diversity of experiences and expertise they bring 
will help lead the organization through its transformation from a new entity to an established 
partner in the community. In 2015, The Directors will develop a strategic plan for the 
Foundation’s future as an integral partner of the Forest Preserves of Cook County.

Sincerely,

Shelley A. Davis				  
Executive Director

Stuart A. Cohn 
Chair, Board of Directors
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Program Highlights
The Foundation administers several programs to expand the connection 
between the community and our natural resources. Highlights from three of 
our 2014 programs are included here.  For complete details, visit  
www.forestpreservefoundation.org.
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Program Highlights
CITIZEN SCIENTISTS in Action!
Citizen Scientists in Action! is an 
outreach program conducted by the 
Forest Preserves that introduces youth 
from underserved communities, ages 
13 through 18, to environmental 
stewardship activities and to potential 
careers in science and conservation. 
Led by knowledgeable and engaging 
staff, teens participate in plant 
monitoring studies, learning the skills 
needed to conduct field research 
and deepening their understanding 
of important ecological concepts through hands on application. 
Participants identify, monitor, and remove invasive species, and collect 
data to share with scientists. They also gain valuable insight and training 
on how to engage in stewardship activities in their own neighborhoods. 

Forest Preserve Foundation support has expanded the program from 90 
participants from two community organizations in 2012 to over 540 
participants and 21 organizations in 2014. 

ENVIRONMENTORS
The Forest Preserve Foundation served as fiscal agent for the 
EnvironMENTORS Chicago Outreach program, which received 
funding from Outdoor Nation to connect middle school students with 
college-aged mentors through environmental education and stewardship 
activities. 

The program partnered with Albany Park Multicultural Academy, 
engaging 34 middle school students, 4 teachers, and 8 adult mentors 
in this pilot phase. Each session included an in-class lesson and a fun 
outdoor application of the concepts discussed. In partnership with the 
Forest Preserves of Cook County, students and mentors engaged in 
stewardship activities together, such as identifying and pulling invasive 
garlic mustard plants and cleaning up litter.  
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Memorial Giving Program
This year, the Foundation launched its Memorial Giving Program, offering 
residents the opportunity to dedicate a tree or a bench in the Forest Preserves 
of Cook County to honor the memory of someone special or celebrate an 
auspicious occasion.

The Foundation helped its first bench donor honor her father by installing a 
new bench at Trailside Nature Center. The Forest Preserves have more than 340 
miles of trails for hiking and biking. Along these trails, a bench offers a place to 
rest, reflect, and take in the surroundings. Donating a bench helps to beautify 
the trails and creates a special place to celebrate a loved one or an important 
event. 

Tree donors will work with Forest Preserve staff to choose the right spot and 
species of native tree to honor their loved one or special occasion. The nearly 
69,000 acres of the Forest Preserves of Cook County are home to a magnificent 
variety of trees. Over 70 species of native trees provide countless benefits, 
including habitat for wildlife, improved air and water quality, and a beautiful 
and vibrant landscape that can be enjoyed by all. A Tree Dedication Ceremony 
will be held every year on Arbor Day (the last Friday in April), and all tree 
donors will be invited to attend. 
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2014 Events

Conservation Cup
The third Annual Conservation Cup was held on September 18 at the 
George W. Dunne National 
Golf Course in Oak 
Forest.  Guests enjoyed the 
spectacular day in great 
company, helping to raise 
over $160,000 in support 
of the Forest Preserve 
Foundation mission. 

Young Professionals Association
The Young Professionals Association hosted two events in their inaugural 
year, raising over $7,500.  
Its first event celebrated 
World Environment Day 
in June, bringing together 
over 150 people at Moe’s 
Cantina in Chicago.  The 
group then invited friends 
out to Schiller Woods for a 
chilly, yet fun Oktoberfest 
celebration complete with 
a bonfire, nature walk, beer 
and bratwurst.
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Year Program Purpose Amount

2014 Camp Gear Library To provide equipment and training for 
youth groups and families who do not have 
the history or the resources to try camping 
on their own.

$50,000

2014 Citizen Scientists in 
Action!

To introduce youth, ages 13-18, from 
underserved communities to environmental 
stewardship activities and to potential 
careers in science and conservation. 

$45,000

2014 Community Mini 
Grants Program 
(pending)

To support the participation of community 
organizations in the gear library program 
or special events at Forest Preserve Nature 
Centers.

$7,500 
(estimated)   

2014 EnvironMENTORS 
Chicago Outreach 
(ECO)

To develop a mentorship program between 
University students and underserved 
middle school students, facilitating 
meaningful connections with nature and 
with one another.  

$900

2014 Explore the Forest 
Activity Guide

To provide children with fun activities that 
enhance their educational experience in the 
Preserves.

$10,000

2014 FPDCC 
Conservation 
and Experiential 
Learning Program

To help youth  explore STEAM related 
topics in the context of the Forest 
Preserves, including conservation, scientific 
research, and environmental experiential 
programming 

$20,000 
(estimated)

2014 Memorial Bench 
Dedication

To create a special place for donors  to 
celebrate a loved one or an important 
event.           

$2,700

2014 Moving Forward 
Together to 
Engage Youth in a 
Meaningful Nature 
Experience 

To bring together representatives from 30 
agencies to provide an in-depth evaluation 
of Citizen Scientists and It's Cooler in the 
Forest programs.

$4,500

Grants
The Foundation’s grant making capacity has grown from $3,500 in 2012 
to over $160,000 in 2014.  Foundation financial audit information may be 
accessed on our website, www.forestpreservefoundation.org.
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Year Program Purpose Amount

2014 Nature Express 
Transportation 
Program

To provide community organizations with 
transportation to the Forest Preserves, 
helping more children access healthy and 
stimulating outdoor activities.

$20,000

2013 Citizen Scientists in 
Action!

To introduce youth, ages 13-18, from 
underserved communities to environmental 
stewardship activities and to potential 
careers in science and conservation. 

$40,000

2013 Forest Preserve 
District of Cook 
County

To support organizational development 
efforts (staff retreats, facilitators, etc.)

$30,000

2013 It's Cooler in the 
Forest

To offer local day camps a free field trip 
for youth, ages 6-12,  to Preserve Nature 
Centers, helping them feel comfortable and 
have fun in natural environments.

$5,600

2013 Nature Express 
Transportation 
Program

To provide community organizations with 
transportation to the Forest Preserves, 
helping more children access healthy and 
stimulating outdoor activities.

$1,395

2012 Forest Preserve 
District of Cook 
County

To support organizational development 
efforts (staff retreats, facilitators, etc.)

$3,500
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2014 Donors

$50,000+	
CSX Transportation, Inc.	

$10,000 - $49,999	
BMO Harris Bank

$5000-$9999
Bank of America
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Illinois
Burling Builders, Inc.
Chicago Community Trust
JP Morgan Chase
Ms. Mary Laraia
Pizzo & Associates, Ltd.
Riemer & Braunstein LLP
Robe, Inc.
Sterling Tree Solutions

$2500 - $4999
AMEC Environment & 

Infrastructure
Bowman, Barrett & 

Associates Inc.
Chicago White Sox
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering, Ltd.
Christy Webber Landscapes
CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
Exp US Services, Inc.
F. H. Paschen, S. N. Nielsen
Kathleen Walsh Husman 

Foundation
Loop Capital Markets
MB Financial Bank
PNC Bank

The Honorable Toni 
Preckwinkle

Mr.Richard J. Ryan
Skender Foundation
Standard Bank
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart and 

Melissa Strahl
The Honorable Larry 

Suffredin
The Private Bank
The Honorable Jeffrey R. 

Tobolski
Upland Design
William Blair & Company

The Paugys Family, in 
memory of Casimir 
Paugys

$1000 - $2499
AGAE Contractors, Inc.
APEX Consulting Engineers, 

LLC
Arcadis
CBRE, Inc
Mr. Stuart Cohn
Comcast Foundation
Environmental Design 

International, Inc.
Mr. Graham C. Grady
Great Lakes Advisors, LLC
Ms. Eleanor Grumman
Mr. James Houlihan
Hoving Pit Stop Inc.
Illinois Service Federal
Jewish Federation of 

Metropolitan Chicago
Mr. Howard Learner
Mr. Fred G. Lebed
Mesirow Financial
Neal and Leroy, LLC
Norris Design
Mr. Jack Pizzo
Mr. Albert Pritchett
R.M. Chin and Associates
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Taylor Financial Services
V3 Companies

$100 - $999
Mr. Daniel Arce

Mr. James Boudreau
Mr. Michael Carpanzano
Mr. Craig Chico
Mr. Scott Cisek
Clarity Partners, LLC
The Honorable Earlean 

Collins
Mr. Benjamin Cox
Ms. Shelley A. Davis
Mr. Nishant Dittakavi
Mr. Ceasar Dovalina
Mr. Sean Patrick Durkin
Federal Home Loan Bank of 

Chicago
Financial Renaissance Inc.
Mr. Steven Gersten
Mr. Tom Giller
Groundskeeper Landscape 

Care LLC
Mr. Brian Hanley
Mr. Robbert Heederik
Ms. Mary Jo Herseth
Mr. Stan Hill
Mr. Michael Houlihan
Ms. Jena Johnson
Mr. Leigh Jones
Ms. Michelle Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Katie 

Law
Mr. Jim Law in memory of 

Edna Choi Law
Ms. Jacqueline Loewe
Mr. James Medd
	 Michael Silver & Company
Mr. Robert Miezio
Mr. Greg Palumbo
Ms. Julia Parris-Babbs
Mr. Joshua A. Proctor
Mr. Lawrence J. Richardson
Ms. Monica Schwarm
Ms. Sophia Shaw
Studio 222 Architects
Tropical Optical
Kevin Wunder

$1-$99
Ms. Vanessa Allmon
Anonymous
Mr. Constantine Argiris
Mr. Edwin Batchman

Thank you to our generous donors. This list reflects gifts given or pledged from 
January 1 through December 10, 2014.
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Mr. Todd Belcore
Mr. Clarence Bourne
Mr. Delano E. Brazil
Mr. Darryl Brehm
Ms. Lindsay Broughel
Ms. Molly Broussard
Ms. Stella Brown
Ms. Carrie Byrnes
Mr. Ryan Cashion
CCI Greenheart
Mr. Nathan Chamberlain
Mr. Seth Crackel
Ms. Mary Pat Cross
Mr. Ruben David
Ms. Andrea Diaz
Ms. Amber Dillon
Mr. Nick Dirscherl
DonorFuse
Ms. Leah Drew
Ms. Catherine Drolet
Mr. Jeffrey Druckman
Mr. Donald Esposito
Ms. Brianne Fischer
Dr. Thomas Fisher
Ms. Cathy Geraghty
Ms. Carrie Gibson
Ms. Teresa Gilbert
Mr. Tom Greenhaw
Ms. Samantha Gregory
Ms. Jasmine Guy
Mr. Jake Hagelow
Ms. Sarah Hagye
Mr. Ranjit Hakim
Ms. Abby Hall
Mr. Lucas Henkel
Ms. Tricia Higgins
Ms. Megan Houston
Ms. Wanda Howell-Denton
Ms. Dalida Jongsma
Mr. John Keller
Mr. Michael Kessler
Mr. Boris Kholyavsky
Ms. Aileen Kim
Mr. Oliver Kimberley
Ms. Kindy Kruller
Mr. Shajan Kuriakose
Mr. Oscar Lankford, Jr.
Mr. Seth Lavin
Ms. Lisa Lee
Mr. Benjamin Levy
Mr. Tom Livingston
Mr. Neil P. Lizaso
Ms. Mackenzie Maley

Ms. Alexis Mancini
Mr. William McCoy
Mr. Todd McCullough
Mr. Patrick McDonald
Mr. Aaron McLeod
Mr. Lance Miller
Mr. Daniel Miller
Ms. Avery Miller
Ms. Radhika Miraglia
Mr. David Miranda
Mr. John Moore
Dr. Igor Naryzhny
Mr. Danny Nelson
Ms. Christina Nowinski
Ms. Candace Opstvedt
Ms. Susie Park
Ms. Kasharii Parker
Mr. Thomas Petermann
Mr. Robert Peters
Mr. Peter Petropoulos
Mr. Sean Pillai
Mr. Joseph Pizzo
Ms. Kelsey Pudlock
Mr. Jonathon Raffensperger
Mr. Scott Reifert
Ms. Margo A. Rocklin
Ms. Jessica Sarzynski
Ms. Libby Scales
Ms. Sarah Schoeneberg
Mr. Andrew Seo
Ms. Jen Shecterle
Mr. Stephen Simsic
Mr. Kevin Slaughter
Mr. Thomas E. Smiles
Mr. Daniel Suarez
Mr. Curtis Tarver
Mr. Sam Tatulli
Mr. Jonathan Thomas
Mr. Joseph Tilson
Mr. Anthony Tindall
Mr. Ramachandra Villivalam
Ms. Genell Walcott
Mr. Jered Wieland
Ms. Kimberly Wydeen
Mr. Kevin Zickterman

In Kind
ABC 7 Chicago
Ann Sathers Restaurant
Bandon Dunes
Billy Casper Golf
Brookfield Zoo
Calaway Golf

Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Botanic Gardens
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox
Ms. Sylvia Ewing
Field Museum
Forest Preserves of Cook 

County
Freedom Woods	
Glencoe Golf Club
Mr. John Heiberger
Ms. Mary Jo Herseth
Mr. Bill Kurtis & Ms. Donna 

LaPietra
McCormick Bridgehouse 

and River Museum
The Honorable Joan 

Murphy
Museum of Science and 

Industry
The Honorable Toni 

Preckwinkle
REI
Shedd Aquarium
Superdawg
Tony’s Fresh Market
Vice District Brewing Co.
Wines for Humanity

Forest Preserve 
Foundation  
Board of 
Directors

Stuart Cohn, Chair 
Dr. Thomas Fisher
Eleanor Grumman
Nickol Hackett
Leigh Jones
Jim Law
Howard Learner
Tom Livingston
Jackie Loewe 
Albert Pritchett,  

Chair Emeritus
Dr. Stuart Strahl
Ewa Weir
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