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OUR MISSION
To engage in protecting and restoring the treasured natural habitats 
of the Forest Preserves of Cook County and to enhance the outdoor 
experiences of all communities.

We do this by encouraging and administering private gifts to further 
the Forest Preserves’ mission and goals.



The Forest Preserve Foundation 
this year completed a new strategic 
plan that will provide a blueprint 
for meeting the conservation and 
community engagement priorities of 
the Forest Preserves of Cook County. 

Over the last 12 months, we 
increased our grant awards by 
56 percent, raised our largest 
dollar amount ever at our annual 
Conservation Cup golf outing and 
supported more than 120 youth 
through internships that help 
enhance the health and beauty of the 
Preserves. We also engaged many 
new community members through 
our friendraisers, stories and social 
media outreach.

We finish 2018 strongly positioned 
to fulfill our mission to protect and 
restore the natural habitats of the 
Preserves and enhance and keep 
them enjoyable for everyone.

“We are proud of 
completing a strong 
strategic plan that will 
propel the Foundation 
into the future with a 
clear vision for keeping 
the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County a vibrant 
and inviting natural 
environment 
for everyone.”
—Tom Livingston, 
    board chair

“We are thrilled by this year’s growth in donor 
support, which allowed us to increase our investments 
in youth and community engagement in the Preserves.  
We are dedicated to ensuring continued and broad 
access to the Preserves of Cook County.”
—Shelley Davis, president

Fulfilling
our mission
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Youth Conservation Corps
     The 2018 Chicago Conservation 
Corps Dan Ryan Woods crew 
underwritten by the Forest Preserve 
Foundation accomplished a lot.
     “We got through seven turnpikes, 
a check step and three water bars, a 
lot of invasive species and did some 
seed collection,” crew co-leader Kailin 
Sepp said.
     The crew —11 members, 
an assistant leader and two co-
leaders— were part of the Chicago 
Conservation Leadership Corps 
program, a six-week summer service-
learning experience. 
     Crews perform ecological 
restoration and trail maintenance 
projects throughout the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County. 
     When crews from all over the 

county gathered in early August 
to celebrate, Arnold Randall, 
general superintendent of the 
Forest Preserves of Cook County, 
recognized their work. The work 
they do “means something,” he said, 
because they’re helping to protect 
plants and animals as well as adding 
to the enjoyment of people who visit 
the Preserves. 
     Through a grant from Harry and 
Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc., 
the Foundation underwrote the Dan 
Ryan crew, providing $50,000. 
     The funds covered crew and 
leader wages, supply and training 
costs, risk management supplies, 
member transportation, evaluation 
and assessment, insurance and 
worker’s compensation.

The 2018 Conservation 
Corps Dan Ryan crew. 
A grant from the Harry 
and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation underwrote 
the crew for the six-week 
summer program.
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Conservation Corps crew member Gabrielle Caldron accepts a group photograph of her crew.



Forest Preserve Experience

     The Forest Preserve Experience 
Program is a partnership between the 
Forest Preserves of Cook County and 
the Housing Authority of Cook County.        
     Teens whose families rely upon the 
services of the Housing Authority are 
recruited for paid internships to do 
conservation work in the Preserves.
     This year, the Forest Preserve 
Foundation supported the program 
with two grants totaling $125,000. 
     Teens 14 to 19 worked in teams 
led by adult leaders and assistant 
crew leaders at Sauk Trail Woods, 
Jurgensen Woods, Possum Hollow 
Woods and Wampum Lake Woods.
     Over the five-week program, the 

84 participants contributed more 
than 5,500 hours of on-the-ground 
ecological restoration work through 
the management of invasive species, 
tree care, and litter pick-up.
     Participants also learned essential 
job skills such as teamwork, problem 
solving and public speaking. 
      They also heard from conservation 
professionals who gave them a look 
at green industry careers. Nature-
based education and recreational 
activities provided an introduction to 
new experiences and adventures at 
the Brookfield Zoo and the Chicago 
Botanic Garden.

Bird the 
Preserves
     Through the three-year-old program 
called Bird the Preserves, which 
receives funding from the Forest 
Preserve Foundation, everyone has an open invitation to bird watch.

          This year the Foundation 
managed a memorial gift campaign 
to honor Wes Serafin (1950-2017), 
a tireless advocate for nature and 
the Forest Preserves, as well as an 
extraordinary birding enthusiast. 
     More than 40 donors contributed 
$3,005 for a memorial bench and 
signage in the Preserves’ Orland 
Grassland South, where Serafin spent 
much time birding.
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Memorial bench signage

2018 Forest Preserve Experience graduating class at Wampum Lake Woods in Thornton, Ill.



EVENTS
Foundation events bring together dedicated supporters and community 
leaders to spread awareness about the Preserves’ importance to the region.

Forest Preserve Foundation board and Conservation Cup Committee members with General 
Superintendent Arnold Randall and Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle.

Conservation Cup
The Forest Preserve Foundation hosted its 7th annual 
Conservation Cup golf outing on Sept. 13 at the 
George W. Dunne National Golf Course in Oak Forest. 
More than 150 golfers and guests participated, 
helping the Foundation raise more than $210,000 to 
support programs that further its mission. 
BMO Harris Bank was the Executive Sponsor, JP 
Morgan and Billy Casper Golf were Title Sponsors.

Friendraisers

Storch Photography
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“Through Conservation Corps, 
I gained knowledge and lifelong 
friends. And I gained a career 

path. I left the experience having 
a bigger duty to become a leader 

for my community.”
—Brian Clay

at May friendraiser

In June, the Foundation hosted “The 
Transformative Power of Outdoor 
Experiences” program, drawing people 
from across Chicago’s civic, business, 
nonprofit and faith communities.The 
program included a panel moderated 
by  Ernie Wong, president of Site Design 
Group, Ltd and Foundation donor.



GRANTS

Forest Preserve 
Experience/Conservation 
Corps ($135,000):  Summer 
programs that provide paid 
employment for young 
people from underserved 
populations in Cook County. 
Restoration of Cranberry 
Slough ($55,000): Support 
for invasive removal and 
resprout control in Cranberry 
Slough Nature Preserve, 
an ecological priority for the 
Preserves.
Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) 
($50,000): Support for a 
2018 Chicago Conservation 

Leadership Corps crew in 
Dan Ryan Woods. 
Developing the Next 
Generation of Outdoor 
Leaders ($27,500): Support 
for teen leaders in nature-
based programming in the 
Preserves. 
Dan Ryan Woods Nature 
Play ($9,000): Support for 
teen leaders to develop an 
ADA compliant nature play 
curriculum.
Palos Trails System 
Improvements ($9,000): 
Support for the repair of 
portions of a22 miles of 
single track trail for cyclists 

and hikers in the Palos 
Preserves.
Online Volunteer Training 
($4,500): A collaboration 
between the Morton 
Arboretum and the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County’s 
Volunteer Resource 
Department that offers 
online courses to support the 
Forest Preserves’ Path to 
Stewardship requirements.
Volunteer Recognition 
Program ($1,170): This 
program recognizes 
volunteers whose time and 
services enhance the Forest 
Preserves. 

2018 Grant Awards

The Forest Preserve Foundation granted a total of $317,705 during 
its 2018 spring and fall award cycles. These investments in the 
Forest Preserves of Cook County represent a 56 percent increase 
from grants awarded in 2017.

Since the Foundation’s 
inception in 2012, it 
has awarded nearly 
$1.3 million in its 
core program areas: 
Conservation Corps, 
memorial gifts, 
community 
programming, Nature 
Play and public art, 
family camping and  
ecological restoration.

The Foundation’s financial audit information is accessible on the website: 
forestpreservefoundation.org.
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FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP SPOTLIGHT
The Foundation relies on support from businesses and individuals 

who are commited to maintaining the health of the Preserves 
and keeping them accessible to all.

Kerri Daniels, Board member
     Kerri Daniels grew up in Rogers Park 
and remembers family picnics in the 
Forest Preserves, “They’re really a hidden 
jewel that aren’t used as much as they 
should be,” Daniels says.
     In 2017, Kerri Daniels received an 
invitation from board member Claire 
Williams to attend a Foundation 
Friendraiser. Kerri, the director of business 
development for the Illinois office of DLZ, 
an architecture and civil engineering firm, 
had supported the Conservation Cup in 
the past but saw the Friendraiser as an 
opportunity to learn more about the Foundation.
     A few months after the Friendraiser, Kerri became a Foundation board 
member herself. She brings a background in fundraising and business 
development. She quickly joined the board’s Development Committee, 
where she will put her energies into “growing the Foundation’s funding stream.”

Tom Lanctot, Board member
     The Forest Preserves of Cook County 
have long been a backdrop in the life of 
Thomas Lanctot. Growing up in Park Ridge, 
he lived near a preserve. And for the 30 
years he and his family lived in Winnetka, 
“our house basically backed up to the forest 
preserves,” he says.
      He believes the Preserves “are a 
gift to all of us in perpetuity and they’re 
irreplaceable assets. Yet they require 
TLC, and that’s one of our missions at the 
Foundation.”
     Lanctot joined the Foundation’s board of 

directors in early 2018. He serves on several other boards, including the Chicago 
Botanic Garden and is a trustee for the Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program. 
     Lanctot (pronounced Lang-toe) practiced law for many years and retired at the 
end of 2017 as managing director and head of debt capital markets for William 
Blair. A longtime financial supporter of the Conservation Cup, the Foundation’s 
major fundraiser, Lanctot chairs the board’s Nominations and Governance 
Committee and serves on the Strategic Plan Committee.
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FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS
Thank you to our generous donors. This list reflects gifts given or pledged 
from Nov. 1, 2017 to Oct. 30, 2018.

$50,000 +
CSX Transportation, Inc.
Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County
Illinois Counties Association
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation, Inc.

$10,000-$49,000
BMO Harris Bank
JP Morgan Chase
Thomas Lanctot
National Recreation Foundation
REI

$5,000-$9,999
Barnes and Thornburg
CIBC Bank USA
Digital Golf Technologies, LLC
DLZ
Environmental Design 
International, Inc.
Eleanor Grumman
Jones Lang LaSalle Americas
Levin Schreder Carey
Nixon Peabody
R.M. Chin & Associates
Wells Fargo Securities

$2,500-$4,999
Aetna Inc.
Arcadis
John M. Atkinson
Richard Baader
Bank of America
Marjorie Benton
Brown & Brown Insurance
Cardno
Chicago Zoological Society
Civiltech Engineering, Inc.
Clune Construction Company
DeVore Radunsky LLC
Epstein & Sons
Exp US Services, Inc.
F. H. Paschen, S. N. Nielsen

Good Heart Work Smart 
Foundation
Great Lakes Advisors, LLC
Kathleen Walsh Husman 
Foundation
Keep America Beautiful
Lanam - Rapp Giving Fund
Loop Capital Markets
Mesirow Financial
Nationwide Solutions
Pizzo & Associates, LTD
Honorable Toni Preckwinkle
Albert Pritchett
Robe, Inc.

Semper Fi Land Services, Inc.
Skender Foundation
Dr. Stuart D. Strahl
Honorable Lawrence Suffredin
Honorable Jeffrey R. Tobolski
William Blair & Company
Willis Towers Watson

$1,000-$2,499
2im Group, LLC
Buffalo Recreation
Christy Webber Landscapes
Stuart A. Cohn
Comcast Foundation
Honorable John P. Daley
Generation Growth Capital, Inc.
Cornelia Grumman
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago
Ms. Mary Laraia
Howard Learner
Leopardo Companies, Inc.
Thomas Livingston
Honorable William A. Lowry
Ms. Grace A. Newton
John O’Dwyer
Reed Smith LLP
S.B. Friedman Development 
Advisors
Site Design Group, Ltd.
Sterling Bay Co.
Tallgrass Restoration
The Leopardo Charitable 
Foundation
Ewa Weir
Wintrust Wealth Management

$100-$999
Theodora Anastaplo
Anonymous
Arlington Heights Garden Club
Ozzy Arroyo
Peter Ascoli
Jennifer Baader
Backyard Nature Center
Jim Beck
James Boudreau
Richard Bradshaw
Gregory Brumm
Michael Burkhart
Delio Calzolari
James Cesak
Eileen Chin
John Clark
Mary Pat Cross
Shelley A. Davis
Ernest Davis
Mario Depasquale
Charles Diewald
Patricia A. Durkin

Justin R. Erkfritz-Gay
Margaret Fahrenbach
Stephen Fatum
Stuart A. Feldman
Charlotte S. Flinn
Jeffrey Gray
David Grumman
Theresa Guen-Murray
Adam Hacker 
James F. Haddon
Robert Halverson
Mark Helms
Laura Hruska
Stephen Hughes
Roy & Antonine Kaiser
Thomas C. Keeler
Clarmarie I. Keenan
Thomas A. Kelly
Mark G. Kilgallon

$100-$999 
Kochman Family
Mark Kroeger
Larry Larson
Jim Law
David Levinson
Laura Linger
Gail Ludewig
Tariq Malhance
Walter J. Marcisz
Kimberley Marsh
James Medd
Joanne Meulendyke
Michael Neal
Mary Nelson
James Nothnagel
Virginia M. Noyes
Francisco Orozco
Pan-Oceanic Engineering Co., Inc.
S. Neil Peck
Mark Pera
Ann Petric
Liz Picone
Christopher Preston
Arnold Randall
Bill Rehanek
Lawrence J. Richardson
Todd Ritz
Mark E. Rust
Sigrid Schmidt
Carleen Schreder
Stephen W. Schwab
Paul C. Sefcovic
Andrew Serafin
Lena Shevlyagin
Jonah Siegellak
Honorable Deborah Sims
Christine Slattery
Thomas E. Smiles
Michael Studebaker
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$100-$999 
Thedore Stuebi
Christopher Trimbach
Brian L. Umbright
Robert Velazquez
Thomas Waliczek
Leroy Whiting
Jered Wieland
Claire M. Williams
Robert Wislow
Michael Witte
William Woods
Jonathan Yu

$1-$99
Ron Adams
Cindy Alberico
Dave Bareham
Judith Bartosz
Anthony Basilios
Deborah Bizzotto
Alice Brandon
Lisa Brown
Matthew Turk
Genevieve E. Charlton
Julie Conenna
Kimberly Cooper
Joan Crist
Paul E. Darby
Jason E. DeVore
Christopher Dietz
Randi B. Doeker
Joseph Dondaville
Joseph Donnell
June Finfer
Kevin Fuhr
Lou Gallucci
Kathleen W. Gibbons
Thomas Giller
Good Street
Kenneth Gorenberg
Stacy Grzesiak
Chris Hahn
Leigh Harter
Lucas Henkel
Mary Kerbs
Barbara A. Koch
Nancy Kohn
Stacie Kuhlman
Lisa Lee
Mark Lester
Elisabeth Lindsay-Ryan
Kyle Lohbeck
Michael McDonald
Maureen McNaney
James Melledy
Eric Miner, Sr.
Timothy P. Moritz
Theresa Mrowka
Kevin O’Rourke
Ms. Brenda Occhiuzzo

Ms. Elizabeth A. Patterson
Charles Perrecone
William Peterman
Phyllis Petrilli
Junior Pierre
Micheline Porwit
Lisette Pupo
Paul Reichelt
Anngelia Richter
Mike Ring
Joseph Rock
Maria Rodriguez
Loretta A. Rosiejka
Laurel Ross
Justin Schneider
Abbie Schrotenboer
Jean Sheerin
Donna Skubic
Carrie Slaymaker
Taylor Smith
Amy and Mark Staunton
Jason Steger
Julia Stewart
Brian E. Tang
Colleen Tapling
Jonathan Thomas
Barbara A. Vincent
Mark P. Vrla
Robert T. Waterbury
Kelly Weller
Dr. Katherine Wier
Steven Zins

Memorial Tribute gifts
Cindy Alberico
 ill S. Anderson
Alan Anderson
Judith Bartosz
Steve Bayer
Chuck Berman
Jaculin Bowman
Samuel Burckhardt
Suzanne M. Coleman
Randi B. Doeker
Patricia A. Durkin
Leslie G. Fenton
Sue Friscia
Nancy Gies
Alice Gregory
Matthew Grezlik
Stacy Grzesiak
Kanae Hirabayashi
Joanne Histed
Dorothy Jackson
Carol Jegerski
Bennett Julian
Steve & Lori Kaufman
Mary Kerbs
Mary Kirby
Mary K. Krigbaum
Judith L. Lang

W. S. Latimer
John Leonard
Carolyn H. Manosevitz
Walter J. Marcisz
Keith McMullen
Theresa Mrowka
Mary Carol Murphy
Yolanda Natanek
Jill Niland
Kathy L. Noerenberg
Michael M. O’Neill
Patricia A Palmer
Phyllis Petrilli
Judy Pollock
Red Hill Birding
Diana Roth
Sigrid Schmidt
Andrew Serafin
Joseph P. Shay
Randy Shonkwiler
James Shover
Carrie Slaymaker
Marie Smith
Amy and Mark Staunton
Joseph Suchecki
Michael Sweeney
Brian E. Tang
Craig Thayer
Nancy Tikalsky
Thomas Waliczek

In Kind
Hyatt Hotels Corporation
Townhouse Restaurant & Wine 
Bar
Carleton of Oak Park
Two Brothers Artisan Brewing
CH Distillery
Journeyman Distillery
Chicago Bears
Nationwide Solutions
East Bank Club
Erie Café
Brookfield Zoo
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Fire
Chicago White Sox
Jeffrey Gray
Milhouse Charities
Grillroom Chophouse & Wine Bar
Mr. Michael Keiser
Honorable Toni Preckwinkle
Wines for Humanity
GO Ape!

SUPPORTERS continued
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If we have attributed your name incorrectly, please accept our sincerest apologies 
and email clarmarie.keenan@forestpreservefoundation.org so that we can correct your name in our system.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Conservation Cup Committee
Oscar Johnson (co-chair)        
Claire Williams (co-chair)
Jim Beck
Julie Conenna
Jason DeVore
Jeffrey Druckman
Justin Erkfritz-Gay
Jessie Hodge
Mark Lester
Tom Livingston
Dawn Milhouse
Bill Rehanek
Anngie Richter
Carleen Schreder
Chris Trimbach
Brian Umbright
Ewa Weir
Jered Wieland
Michael Witte

Office of the Cook County 
Board President
Toni Preckwinkle, President
Pamela Cummings
Scott Kastrup 
Frank Shuftan
Forest Preserves of Cook County
General Superintendent Arnold Randall
Deputy Superintendent Eileen Figel
Office of the General Superintendent
Office of the Deputy Superintendent 
Department of Resource Management 
Department of Conservation 
and Experiential Programming 
Department of Permits, 
Concessions and Volunteer Resources

Editorial, Design, Video 
and Photo credits
Eric Bitoy, Cook County Department 
of Public Affairs and Communication
Sylvia Ewing, Sylvia Ewing 
Communications
Brad Allen Johnson, Cook County 
Department of Public Affairs and 
Communication 
Fab Photo
Student Conservation Association 

Conservation Cup Event 
Management
Billy Casper Golf
BMO Harris Bank
Bon Events
Fab Photo
Kelly T. Frank, Auction Services Group, Inc. 

Communication Management

The Forest Preserve Foundation leadership would like to acknowledge 
the following individuals and organizations for their time, talent and thoughtfulness.

Cassandra West, New Media Access
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At the Forest Preserve Foundation, we support the programs 
and activities that give everyone access to the natural 

treasures of Cook County. With your support, these efforts 
will make life better for us all.

69 W. Washington, Suite 2040 ● Chicago, IL 60602
forestpreservefoundation.org ● 312.603.8349

Nature does the inviting.
We just bring the guests.


