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OUR MISSION

To engage in protecting and restoring the treasured natural habitats 
of the Forest Preserves of Cook County and to enhance the outdoor 
experiences of all communities.

We do this by encouraging and administering private gifts to further 
the Forest Preserves’ mission and goals.
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FULFILLING OUR MISSION

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Thank you for making 2019 another impactful year 
for the Forest Preserve Foundation.

We continued to grow our grantmaking in core investment 
areas: We supported 120 acres of restoration in the 
ecologically important Cap Sauers Holding Preserves and 110 
summer internships for underserved youth. These investments 
in restoration and next-generation conservation advocates 
help make the Forest Preserves of Cook County welcoming 
and accessible for everyone. 

Our ongoing support of youth conservation internships is 
rooted in a commitment to bring more people of color and 
low-income young adults into the conservation field. Over the 
years, we have underwritten paid summer jobs for more than 
400 young people from Chicago and the Cook County suburbs. 
They are mostly African American and Latinx residents served 
by the Housing Authority of Cook County.

We believe the Forest Preserves need people of all 
backgrounds to do vital conservation work that restores our 
public lands to ecological health. The internships we fund can 
lead to green careers and life-long environmental advocates, 
creating a more diverse conservation workforce.

As we seed the next generation of conservation advocates, 
we simultaneously are addressing changing climate, which 
particularly impacts low-income and communities of color.

Ecological restoration is a responsible and necessary way 
to combat climate change, and it goes hand in hand with our 
efforts to elevate diversity, equity and inclusion in all we do.

Shelley Davis
President and Executive Director



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Forest Preserve Experience/Conservation Corps
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ABOVE: Forest Preserve Experience participants get hands on during Career Exploration Day, “Touch a 
Turtle, Tree or Fish,” at Tampier Lake. BELOW: CCLC crew members at LIttle Red Schoolhouse.

     The Foundation again this 
year supported two summer 
jobs programs for young 
people in Cook County: 
Forest Preserve Experience 
(FPE) and Chicago 
Conservation Leadership 
Corps (CCLC) through grants 
totaling $121,200.
     FPE engages Cook 
County youth 14-19 years 
old in hands-on conservation 
work and education in local 
ecology. The 2019 FPE program brought 112 youth into the Forest Preserves of Cook 
County during the five-week program. Eight crews worked at six sites. All participants 
resided in Housing Authority of Cook County properties or were HACC voucher holders 
in south and west suburban Cook County.
    CCLC engages high school aged youth in hands-on conservation projects such as 
invasive species removal, trail building, gardening, and construction of nature play areas. 
The program focused efforts this year at five sites: Crabtree Nature Center, Little Red 
Schoolhouse Nature Center, River Trail Nature Center, Sand Ridge Nature Center, and 
Trailside Nature Museum. 
     This year’s crews performed invasive species removal and follow up herbicide (by 
certified adults) on 8.58 acres.



Ecological restoration

    Cap Sauers Holding Nature 
Preserves is a 1,500-acre state-
dedicated nature preserve located 
in the Palos Preserves. In February, 
the Forest Preserve Foundation 
awarded a $250,000 grant to the 
Forest Preserves of Cook County 
for restoration of 120 acres in Cap 
Sauers, thanks to the generosity 

of a Palos-area resident whose gift 
was inspired by seeing Preserves 
staff and volunteers working in Cap 
Sauers last summer.
     The donor, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, expressed the hope 
that others will be inspired to invest 
in the ecological health and beauty 
of the Preserves.

Family programming/Tributes
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In winter 2019,  the Forest Preserves with help from the Forest Preserve Foundation used tracked 
machines (inset photo) to remove invasive brush. By spring (large photo) recovery had been rapid. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Family programming engages children 
and adults in activities that give them 
access to nature. In July, a new 
Nature Play and Treehouse supported 
with National Recreation Foundation 
funding opened in Dan Ryan Woods.

Memorial tributes allow families 
and groups to establish a lasting 
remembrance that honors someone 
in the Forest Preserves. This year, the 
Foundation faciliated the installation of 
16 benches, and planting of seven trees.



Foundation events bring together supporters and community leaders to 
spread awareness about the Preserves’ importance to the region.

Forest Preserve Foundation 2019 Conservation Cup Host Committee members.

Conservation Cup
The Forest Preserve Foundation hosted its 8th annual Conservation Cup golf outing 
on Sept. 12 at the George W. Dunne National Golf Course. More than 150 golfers 
and guests participated, helping to raise nearly $210,000. JP Morgan Chase and 
Billy Casper Golf were Title Sponsors.
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EVENTS

Spring Symposium/
Summer Soiree
     The Foundation’s Spring Symposium 
on June 14 showcased the breadth of the 
Forest Preserves—from its recreational 
amenities to the ways it contributes to 
the region’s environmental health. The 
symposium also underscored Foundation 
partnerships with REI and the Harry & 
Jeanette Weinberg Foundation. Wintrust 
hosted the symposium, which engaged 
nearly 100 guests from across the civic 
and business communities.
     Hosted by several board members, 
the “Summer Soiree” took place June 
25 on the North Shore. It highlighted the 
connection between the Forest Preserves 
of Cook County and the Foundation. It 
also provided a chance for guests and 
many civic and business leaders to hear 
directly from Forest Preserves leadership 
and young people whose lives have been 
touched by Foundation support.

Left to right: Theresa Salus moderated a 
panel with Anely Lopez, Nicholas Brown and 
Ambassador Fay Hartog-Levin.

Conservation Corps alums Jalanni Matthews 
and Luis Cabrales with Alice Brandon, center.

Summer Soiree

Spring Symposium



Cap Sauers Holding Preserve  
Restoration ($250,000): For 
restoration work on 120 acres to 
reconnect critical conservation 
areas and create new habitat.
Conservation Corps, Forest 
Preserve Experience 
($75,000 via Central Indiana 
Community Foundation): 
To support a five-week paid 
summer jobs program for a 
minimum of 84 high school 
youth whose families utilize 
the services of the Housing 
Authority of Cook County.
Student Conservation 
Association/Chicago 
Conservation Leaders 
Corps ($50,000 via the Harry 
and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation): To support 22 
students from Chicago to 
participate in the six-week 2019 
summer program.
Nature as Community 
Engagement ($30,000 via 
CSX): A partnership with 

the American Indian Center 
and ENLACE to use nature 
connections to develop culturally 
specific programs, recruit and 
train community-based nature 
ambassadors.
Cranberry Slough  
Restoration ($25,000): To 
restore 11 acres to ecological 
health. 
Career Exploration ($11,200 
via Allstate): To support 
participants in the Forest 
Preserve Experience program, 
the Cook County Housing 
Authority partnership with the 
Forest Preserves, to attend 
2019 Career Exploration Day. 
Restoration of Palos Trail 
Slope ($13,500 via REI): 
Restoration of six acres on a 
ravine slope that lies between 
a new mountain bike trail and 
a stream, stabilizing soil and 
conserving rare plant species.
Restoration of Galloping Hill 
Fen ($10,000 via Oberweiler 

Foundation): Restoration work 
to remove invasive species.
Free Spirit Media ($7,000): A 
social enterprise that trained  
and employed youth media 
makers to produce 2019 
Foundation video.
Conservation@Home ($4,500 
via Chicago Community 
Foundation): To support 
expanding the Forest Preserves’ 
Conservation@Home program 
into nine Cook County schools.
Oak Woodland Restoration in
Schubert’s Woods ($4,500 via 
Enbridge):To support invasive 
brush removal across 20 acres.
Tribute gifts  and I Love My 
Preserves  ($14,510)
Perkins Woods Shrub 
Plantings ($1,440)
Volunteer Recognition 
Program ($1,170 via Comcast 
Foundation)

2019 Grants

In 2019, the Foundation granted 
nearly $500,000 to projects 

that benefit the Forest Preserves of Cook County.

The Foundation’s financial audit information is accessible on the website: 
forestpreservefoundation.org.
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GRANTS

Since the Foundation’s 
founding in 2006, it has 
awarded $1.8 million 
to its core program 
areas: next-generation 
conservation leaders, 
ecological restoration, 
memorial gifts, and 
family progras.



The Foundation is pleased to have committed individuals on its board 
who devote their time and talents to accomplishing its goals. Meet two 
business leaders who joined the Foundation’s Board of Directors in 2019.

Steve Friedman
     An urban planner recognized as a thought leader, 
Friedman is active in many civic, professional and 
educational organizations. During Foundation board 
meetings, he often raises informed questions that are 
based on his knowledge of environmental and land- 
use issues. 
     Friedman has a deep appreciation for the Forest 
Preserves and what it means to the region. “The 
Preserves perform a critical environmental function 
as a space to let the region breathe, and also to 
absorb storm water, perhaps increasingly” as 
the region experiences more rainfall. “They provide 

an opportunity for people to be able to learn about this very unusual and hard to 
understand ecosystem that constitutes the prairie in the Midwest.”
     Because the Preserves are so critical, Friedman believes “they should be promoted 
to people and firms considering locating in the region.”
     Biking the trails is one of Friedman’s favorite ways to enjoy the Forest Preserves.
     He is president of SB Friedman Development Advisors, a Chicago real estate 
consultancy, a member of the Urban Land Institute and a director of The Civic 
Federation and Family Focus. 
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FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP

Jim Beck
     An insurance industry executive committed to 
community service, Beck is active in many Chicagoland 
charitable and civic organizations, including Misericordia 
Heart of Mercy and After School Matters. 
     Soon after joining the board, he stepped up to co-
host its Summer Soiree, which introduced North Shore 
residents and civic leaders to the Foundation’s work. 
During the event, he shared ways those in attendance 
could become involved with the Foundation’s work.
     “Joining the board was important to me because 
of the mission, preserving and expanding this natural 
resource we have,” he said. “The Foundation plays 
a key role in giving young people opportunities 
to learn about the natural world, to get into the 
sciences and to gain work experiences they may otherwise not have.” 
     A former Forest Preserves employee who enjoys biking the North Branch Trail, 
Beck knows how much the Preserves have to offer for those who enjoy and appreciate 
everything from wide open spaces to natural wooded landscapes.
   The life-long Cook County resident also sees his role as helping to get “more 
awareness to the community about the Foundation’s mission.” 
Beck is program director for the Chicago office for the Midwest regions of Nationwide 
Retirement Solutions public sector division. 



Thank you to our generous donors. This list reflects gifts given or pledged 
from Oct. 1, 2018 to Nov. 15, 2019.

$100,000 +
Anonymous  
Forest Preserve District 
of Cook County  

$50,000 +
Central Indiana Community 
Foundation 
The Harry and Jeanette 
Weinberg Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $49,999
Allstate Insurance 
Company 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
JP Morgan Chase  
Thomas Lanctot 
Oberweiler Foundation 
REI 
   
$5,000 - $9,999
Aetna Inc.  
Barnes & Thornburg  
George Birmingham 
CBRE, Inc  
Chicago Community 
Foundation 
CIBC Bank USA  
Enbridge  
Jones Lang LaSalle 
Americas 
Milhouse Charities  
Nationwide Retirement 
Solutions 
Nixon Peabody  
Peoples Gas & North Shore 
Gas Community Fund
Albert Pritchett 
R. M. Chin & Associates 
Stuart D. Strahl 
Honorable Jeffrey Tobolski  

$2,500 - $4,999
Bank of America  
James Beck 
Marjorie Benton 
Brown & Brown Insurance 
Burling Builders, Inc. 
Cardno  
Chicago Zoological Society 
Civiltech Engineering, Inc. 
Stuart A. Cohn 
DeVore Radunsky, LLC 

Digital Golf 
Technologies, LLC 
DLZ  
Environmental Design 
International, Inc. 
Exp US Services, Inc.
F. H. Paschen, S. N. Nielsen 
Great Lakes Advisors  
David Grumman 
Kathleen Walsh Husman 
Foundation 
Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago 
Howard Learner 
Levin Schreder Carey  
Loop Capital Markets  
Melvin & Company  
Paschen Ashlaur  
Pizzo & Associates, LTD 
Honorable Toni Preckwinkle 
RES  
S.B. Friedman Development 
Advisors 
Frankie Savoy 
Semper Fi Land Services, 
Inc. 
Lawrence Suffredin 
Tallgrass Restoration  
Wells Fargo Securities 
William Blair & Company 
Wintrust Wealth Management
  
$1,000 - $2,499
Adreani Family Foundation 
Arcadis  
Atkinson  
Baader Family Fund   
Buffalo Recreation
Christy Webber 
Landscapes 
Columbia Capital Management, 
LLC 
Comcast Foundation  
d’Escoto, Inc.
Honorable John P. Daley 
Generation Growth Capital, 
Inc. 
Good Heart Work Smart 
Foundation 
Jeff Gray 
Eleanor Grumman 
Bennett Julian 
KDM Engineering, PLCC 

Harold M. & Adeline S. 
Morrison Family Foundation
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family 
Charitable Trust
John O’Dwyer 
PNC Bank  
Carleen L. Schreder 
Site Design Group, Ltd.  

$100 - $999
Lisa Acker 
Maureen Artl 
Peter Ascoli 
Jennifer Baader 
Lucas Baugham 
James Boudreau 
Vytas Boyev 
Frances Brady 
Christine Bukowski 
Eileen Chin 
Phyllis Cohn 
Shelley Davis 
Mario Depasquale 
Charles Diewald 
Rob Dmowski 
Joseph Donnell 
Ann Ensworth 
Justin Erkfritz-Gay 
Margaret Fahrenbach 
Stuart A. Feldman 
Leslie Fenton 
Greg Fischer 
Richard Friedman 
Stephen Friedman 
Patrick Gorand 
William Gray 
Karen Gray-Keeler 
Theresa Guen-Murray 
Robert Halverson 
Michael Haney 
John Harshey 
Marc L. & Anne H. Wilder 
Hecht  
Lucas Henkel 
Laura Hruska 
Stephen Hughes 
Karen Hyatt 
Illinois Paddling Council 
Laura Jenkins 
Joy Joyce 
Clarmarie Keenan 
Thomas Kelly 
Nancy Kohn 
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FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS



Katy Krigbaum 
Mark Kroeger 
Sam Kukadia 
Mary Laraia 
Larry Larson 
Jim Law 
Peter and Catherine Lawler 
Charitable Fund 
Naomi Leighton 
David Levinson 
Honorable Bill Lowry 
Greg Marsey 
Kimberley Marsh 
Sarah Mayeda 
Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation
James Medd 
James Melledy 
Robert Meza 
Dana Mikstay 
Mark Mitrovich, BMO Harris
James Monhart 
Steve Moskal 
Hoa Nguyen 
North Riverside Garden 
Club 
James Nothnagel 
Kevin O’Rourke 
Rebecca Olson, Olsen, Olson 
Ecological Solutions, LLC
S. Neil Peck 
William Peterman 
Ann Petric 
Liz Picone 
Michelle  
Porwit Pugh, Jones, & Johnson, 
P.C.
Daniel Radcliff 
Arnold Randall 
William A. Rehanek 
Anngelia Richter 
Martha Rojas 
Lena Shevlyagin 
Scott Simmons 
Deborah Sims 
Joe Targett 
The Backyard Barbecue 
Store  
Monica Thuet 
Janis Turner 
Robert Velazquez 
Brent Wagner 
Ewa Weir 
Jered Wieland 
Katherine Wier 

Claire M. Williams 
Bernard Wilson 
Michael Witte 
Jonathan Yu  

$1-$99
Ron Adams 
Ryan Adams 
Monica Alegria 
Anthony Basilios 
Frank H. Beal 
Michael Berger 
Kara Bourke 
Alice Brandon 
Randall Broadhurst 
Anthony Camacho 
Joan Crist 
Wendy Culbertson 
McClosky 
Phil Culpepper 
Kerri Daniels 
Eileen Durkin 
Richard Freebourn 
Mark Geraci 
Dianne Ghaster 
Tom Giller 
Leslie Gottlinger 
Carol Jegerski 
Ray Johnson 
Mark Kilgallon 
Barbara Koch 
William Krug 
Lisa Lee 
Laura Linger 
Thomas Livingston 
Kyle Lohbeck 
Christine Luskin 
Megan McCarty 
Grace McQueeny 
Julie Durkin Montague 
Philip Montanez 
Emmet Murphy 
Chad Myers 
Sharon O’Cloghessy 
Joan K. O’Mara 
Donna Ogden Chen 
Patricia Palmer 
Elizabeth A. Patterson 
Charles Perrecone 
Lawrence Richardson 
Michael Ring 
Jordan Rowe 
Theresa Salus 
Joseph Schaeffer 
Mohan Sevanan 

David Simmons 
Donna Skubic 
Jennifer Smith 
Julia Wisniewski Stewart 
Anonymous  
American Association 
of University Women, 
Schaumburg Area Branch
Pan-Oceanic Engineering  
Wines for Humanity

TRIBUTES
Barbara Anderson
Judith Arnold
Backyard Nature Center
Geoff Bathje
Alice Brandon
Susan Carrel
Stuart Cohn
Edgebrook Community 
Association
Michael Farrell
Joyce Goldenstern
Jeff Gray
Cornelia Grumman
Paula Hand
Duane Heaton
Mark Holmertz
Joy Joyce
Matthew Katsaros
Keep America Beautiful 
Peter Kosowsky
Dimitrios Kourkouvis
Michael Kurcab
Lisa Lee
Arthur Leung
Priscilla Matuska
Kim Morris
Betty Nichols
Pernod USA 
Jack Pizzo
Jerrold & Karen Robaidek 
Family
Diana Roth
Mary Beth Saraceno
Jae Soo Song
Lydia Steinauer
Connie Stelmaszczyk
Gwen Strutzenberg
Melissa Vosecky
Patricia Wasco
Kathleen Welton
Darlene White
David Wiegand
Ronald Winkler  

SUPPORTERS continued
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If we have attributed your name incorrectly, please accept our sincerest apologies and 
email clarmarie.keenan@forestpreservefoundation.org so that we can correct your name in our system.



Conservation Cup Committee
Claire Williams, co-chair
Justin Erkfritz-Gay, co-chair
Jim Beck
Julie Conenna
Jason DeVore
Jeffrey Druckman
Josh Geppi
Tom Livingston
Dawn Milhouse
Bill Rehanek
Larry Richey
Anngie Richter
Carleen Schreder
Jean Sheerin
LeeAnn Tomas-Foster
Chris Trimbach
Brian Umbright
Ewa Weir
Jered Wieland
Michael Witte

Office of the Cook County 
Board President
Toni Preckwinkle, President

Forest Preserves of Cook County
General Superintendent Arnold Randall
Deputy Superintendent Eileen Figel
Office of the General Superintendent
Office of the Deputy Superintendent 
Department of Resource Management 
Department of Conservation 
and Experiential Programming 
Department of Permits, 
Concessions and Volunteer Resources

Video and Photo credits
Free Spirt Media
Student Conservation Association 

Conservation Cup Event 
Management
Billy Casper Golf
Tailored Events
Fab Photo
Kelly T. Frank, Auction Services Group, Inc. 

The Forest Preserve Foundation leadership would like to acknowledge 
the following individuals and organizations for their time and talents.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

IN KIND
Brookfield Zoo
Chicago Bears
Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox
Chicgao Botanic Garden
Four Winds Casinos
GO Ape!
Jeffrey Gray
Hyatt Hotels Corporation
Michael Keiser
KOVAL Distillery
Lagunitas
Macy’s Walnut Room
Master of Mixes
Palmer House Hotel
Honorable Toni Preckwinkle
Quinn Christine
REI Co-op
Romano Beverages
Wines for Humanity



At the Forest Preserve Foundation, we support the programs and activities 
that give everyone access to the natural treasures of Cook County. 

With your support, these efforts will make life better for us all.

69 W. Washington, Suite 2040 ● Chicago, IL 60602
forestpreservefoundation.org ● 312.603.8349

Nature does the inviting.
We just bring the crew.


